AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for representing records, the method 
comprising: 

receiving an order for a transaction at a record collection site: 

producing a record that represents the transaction at the record 

collection site: 

storing the record in a memory location at the record collection site: 

assigning a unique identifier to [[a]] the record stored at [[a]] the record 
collection site; 

entering the unique identifier in a hierarchical tree structure stored at the 
record collection site, wherein the unique identifier comprises information for 
accessing the record in the memory location, and wherein the tree structure 
comprises a plurality of branches connected by nodes ; and 

sending the hierarchical tree structure to a central storage site. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further [[comprises]] comprising : 

using the unique identifier to produce an aggregate report of records 
collected by the record collection site : and 

sending the aggregate report to the central storage site. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further [[comprises]] comprising : 

using the unique identifier at the central storage site to access the record 
stored at the record collection site. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the unique identifier includes 
information representing a node located in the hierarchical tree structure. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein the node is located in a higher 
position of the hierarchical tree structure than the unique identifier. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein using the unique identifier to 
produce the aggregate report includes counting the unique identifier with a 
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second unique identifier assigned to a second record stored at the record 
collection site. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein using the unique identifier to 
produce an aggregate report includes summing data included in the record 
accessed by the unique identifier with data included in a second record 
accessed by a second unique identifier. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein a unique key that includes 
information representing a second node in the hierarchical tree structure is 
assigned to the node. 
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9. (Currently Amended) A computer program product, recorded in a computer- 
readable storage medium comprising logic instructions which, when executed 
on a processor, cause the processor to: tang i b l y e mbod ie d i n an i nformat i on 
carr ie r, for r e pr e s e nt i ng r e cords, th e comput e r program product b ei ng op e rab le 
to caus e a mach i n e to: 

receive an order for a transaction at a record collection site: 

produce a record that represents the transaction at the record collection 

site: 

store the record in a memory location at the record collection site: 

assign a unique identifier to [[a]] the record stored at [[a]] the record 
collection site; 

enter the unique identifier in a hierarchical tree structure stored at the 
record collection site, wherein the unique identifier comprises information for 
accessing the record in the memory location, and wherein the tree structure 
comprises a plurality of branches connected bv nodes : and 

send the hierarchical tree structure to the central storage site. 

10. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 9, further 
comprising logic instructions recorded on the computer readable storage 
medium which, when executed on the processor, cause the processor to teeim 
furth e r op e rab le to caus e a mach i n e to : 

use the unique identifier to produce an aggregate report of records 
collected bv the record collection site : and 

send the aggregate report to a central storage site. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 9, further 
comprising logic instructions recorded on the computer readable storage 
medium which, when executed on the processor, cause the processor to keiro 
furth e r op e rab le to caus e a mach i n e to : 

use the unique identifier at the central storage site to access the record 
stored at the record collection site. 
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12. (Original) The computer program product of claim 9, wherein the unique 
identifier includes information representing a node located in the hierarchical 
tree structure. 

13. (Original) The computer program product of claim 12, wherein the node is 
located in a higher position of the hierarchical tree structure than the unique 
identifier. 

14. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 10, further 
comprising logic instructions recorded on the computer readable storage 
medium which, when executed on the processor, cause the processor to count 
wh e r ei n us i ng th e un i qu e i d e nt i f ie r to produc e th e aggr e gat e r e port i nc l ud e s 
count i ng the unique identifier with a second unique identifier assigned to a 
second record stored in at the record collection site. 

15. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 10, further 
comprising logic instructions which, when executed on the processor, cause the 
processor to sum whoro i n uo i no tho un i que i dont i fior to produce tho aggregate 
r e port i nc l ud e s summ i ng data included in the record accessed by the unique 
identifier with data included in a second record accessed by a second unique 
identifier. 

16. (Original) The computer program product of claim 1 2, wherein a unique key 
that includes information representing a second node in the hierarchical tree 
structure is assigned to the node. 
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17. (Currently Amended) A method for representing records, the method 
comprising: 

receiving an order for a transaction at a record collection site; 

producing a record that represents the transaction at the record 

collection site; 

storing the record in a memory location at the record collection site: 

assigning a unique identifier to [[a]] the record stored at [[a]] the record 
collection site; 

entering the unique identifier in a hierarchical tree structure stored at the 
record collection site, wherein the unique identifier comprises information for 
accessing the record in the memory location, and wherein the tree structure 
comprises a plurality of branches connected by nodes ; 

sending the hierarchical tree structure to a central storage site; and 
receiving the hierarchical tree structure at the central storage site from a 
record collection site, the hierarchical tree structure includes the unique 
identifier assigned to a record stored at the record collection site. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 17 further comprising: using the unique 
identifier to access the record stored at the record collection site. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 17 further comprising: receiving an 
aggregate report at the central storage site produced at the record collection 
site using the unique identifier. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein the unique identifier includes 
information representing a node located in the hierarchical tree structure. 
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21 . (Currently Amended) A method for representing records, the method 
comprising: 

receiving an order for a transaction at a record collection site; 

producing a record that represents the transaction at the record 

collection site; 

storing the record in a memory location at the record collection site: 

assigning a unique identifier to [[a]] the record stored at [[a]] the record 
collection site; 

entering the unique identifier in a hierarchical tree structure at the record 
collection site , wherein the unique identifier comprises information for accessing 
the record in the memory location, and wherein the tree structure comprises a 
plurality of branches connected by nodes ; 

sending the hierarchical tree structure to a central storage site; and 
using the unique identifier at the central storage site to access the record 
stored at the record collection site. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 21 , wherein the unique identifier at the 
record collection site is used to produce an aggregate report that is sent to the 
central storage site. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 21, wherein the unique identifier includes 
information representing a node located in the hierarchical tree structure. 
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24. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 

a record collection site that includes a computer system comprising logic 
instructions recorded on a computer readable storage medium which, when 
executed on computer system, cause the computer system to that ass i gns 
assign a unique identifier to a record stored at the record collection site and 
enter [[enters]] the unique identifier in a hierarchical tree structure; and 

a central storage site that includes a computer system comprising logic 
instructions recorded on a computer readable storage medium which, when 
executed on computer system, cause the computer system to receive that 
r e c ei v e s the hierarchical tree structure from the record collection site. 

25. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24, wherein the computer system 
at the record collection site further comprises logic instructions recorded on a 
computer readable storage medium which, when executed on computer 
system, cause the computer system to use [[uses]] the unique identifier to 
produce an aggregate report and [[initiates]] initiate transmission of the 
aggregate report to the central storage site. 

26. (Original) The system of claim 24, wherein the unique identifier includes 
information representing a node located in the hierarchical tree structure. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein assigning a unique 
identifier to a record stored at a record collection site comprises: 

producing a record at the record collection site; 

producing a unique identifier for the record to allow the record to be 
identified, distinguished and accessed from the record collection site; 

assigning a unique identifier to the record so that the record is 
distinguishable from other records produced at the record collection site; and 

entering the unique identifier assigned to the record into a tree structure 
which is also stored at the record collection site. 
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28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27, wherein tree structure 
identifiers are assigned to similar record types and are grouped together 
thereby improving accessibility for the stored records. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 28, wherein the tree structure 
is produced with a database software package capable of storing data in a 
balanced tree structure. 

30. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 9, further 
comprising logic instructions recorded on the computer readable storage 
medium which, when executed on the processor, cause the processor to 
wh e r ei n to ass i gn a un i qu e i d e nt i f ie r to a r e cord stor e d at a r e cord co lle ct i on 
s i t e caus e s a mach i n e to : 

produce a record at the record collection site; 

produce a unique identifier for the record to allow the record to be 
identified, distinguished and accessed from the record collection site; 

assign a unique identifier to the record so that the record is 
distinguishable from other records produced at the record collection site; and 

enter the unique identifier assigned to the record into a tree structure 
which is also stored at the record collection site. 

31 . (Previously Presented) The computer program product of claim 30, wherein 
tree structure identifiers are assigned to similar record types and are grouped 
together thereby improving accessibility for the stored records. 

32. (Previously Presented) The computer program product of claim 31 , wherein 
the tree structure is produced with a database software package capable of 
storing data in a balanced tree structure. 

33. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 17, wherein assigning a unique 
identifier to a record stored at a record collection site comprises: 

producing a record at the record collection site; 

producing a unique identifier for the record to allow the record to be 
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identified, distinguished and accessed from the record collection site; 

assigning a unique identifier to the record so that the record is 
distinguishable from other records produced at the record collection site; and 

entering the unique identifier assigned to the record into a tree structure 
which is also stored at the record collection site. 

34. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 33, wherein tree structure 
identifiers are assigned to similar record types and are grouped together 
thereby improving accessibility for the stored records. 

35. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 34, wherein the tree structure 
is produced with a database software package capable of storing data in a 
balanced tree structure. 

36. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24, wherein a record collection 
site that includes a computer system that further comprises logic instructions 
recorded on a computer readable storage medium which, when executed on 
computer system, cause the computer system to aoG i gno a un i que i dont i f i or to a 
r e cord stor e d at th e r e cord co lle ct i on sit e and e nt e rs th e un i qu e i d e nt i f ie r i n a 
h ie rarch i ca l tr ee structur e compr i s e s : 

[[producing]] produce a record at the record collection site; 

[[producing]] produce a unique identifier for the record to allow the record 
to be identified, distinguished and accessed from the record collection site; 

[[assigning]] assign a unique identifier to the record so that the record is 
distinguishable from other records produced at the record collection site; and 

[[entering]] enter the unique identifier assigned to the record into a tree 
structure which is also stored at the record collection site. 

37. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 36, wherein tree structure 
identifiers are assigned to similar record types and are grouped together 
thereby improving accessibility for the stored records. 
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38. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 37, wherein the tree structure 
is produced with a database software package capable of storing data in a 
balanced tree structure. 
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